Introduction: The Building and Housing Register (BBR) provides opportunity to carry out research on individuals' housing condition over time. The register was established in 1977. Content: The main variables in the register are high-quality variables and it is possible to match key entry variable and CPR-number identifying individuals. Validity and coverage: There has been made alterations of definitions of some of the key variables and there is a data break in 2005. From 1994, data make longitudinal analyses possible. Conclusion: Analyses based on data from BBR are valid and may provide knowledge about individual housing paths over time.
Introduction
The systematic collection of information on the population's housing condition was initiated in the 1880s by the Office of Statistics in the municipality of Copenhagen. The reason for collecting information on housing conditions for the population of Copenhagen was that Copenhagen in the late 19th century experienced a major increase in population. Hence, there was an urgent need to gain knowledge on characteristics of the population in order to carry out city planning [1] . It was not until 1955 that information on the population's housing conditions was collected for all municipalities in Denmark.
The Building and Housing Register (BBR) was established in 1977. Since 1981, BBR has been updated annually by the municipalities. Before 1981, data on housing conditions were collected as part of nationwide census of all households in Denmark that took place every fifth year. The first nationwide census including housing information took place in 1955.
BBR consists of national data concerning building and housing. The purpose of the register is to describe the total housing stock and individuals' housing conditions and is used for administrative purposes.
Content
The key entry to BBR is the BBR-number, and this number identifies a unique housing unity. In order to identify an entire neighbourhood, all BBR-numbers identifying every housing unity and identification number of the housing organisation(s) are needed.
The key variables that are categorised as highquality variables in BBR are: ownership, type of housing (e.g. single-family detached house, terrace house, building of flats), marking of whether or not the housing is rented, living area, number of rooms, condition concerning bathroom, kitchen, and toilet, and year of construction. The category of ''highquality variable'' indicates that the variables have been documented and been submitted to extensive validation (http://dst.dk/TilSalg/Forskningsservice/ hkt4forsker/hkt4_variabel_liste_forsker.aspx?popula-tion=26692; accessed 7 December 2010).
BBR data can be matched by BBR-number to other databases that include CPR-numbers and, subsequently, make it possible to link a housing unit with individuals living in the housing unit by matching CPR-number with BBR-number. Hence, individuals' housing conditions and composition of tenants over time can be described. In addition to that, the register makes it possible to trace individuals' changes of address. Hence, knowledge can be achieved about individuals' housing paths over time, for owners and tenants and for different households.
Validity and coverage
Comparability over time is possible with a few exceptions, as statistics deriving from the same data source date back to 1 January 1981. One exception to be aware of is that statistics based on the nationwide censuses only counts for housing with residents whereas current statistics based on administrative registers also include information on empty housing units.
Another exception is that between 1981 and 1987 data on ownership of housing in BBR were not brought up-to-date with information on change in ownership due to transfer of property which is registered in the Property Register (ESR). ESR is a national register concerning data on ownership, property tax, and assessment of property, and the municipalities are responsible for updating and maintaining this register. Since January 1988, a monthly ownership update is being made to BBR on the basis of information from ESR.
Furthermore, there are difficulties with comparability regarding composition of households as the definition of a household has been redefined. A household includes all individuals who are registered at the same address reported in the Civil Registration System [2] . In 1992, a redefinition of individuals included in the household was made. Before 1992, children under the age of 26 who lived at home were considered as part of the household. After 1992, only children under the age of 18 are considered to be part of the household.
Exception to comparability also concerns the identification of a housing unit. A housing unit is identified with a unique number that is made out of the identification code for the municipality where the house unit is located, a street number as every street in the municipality is identified with a unique number, and position of the unit in terms of house number, floor, and specific position on the relevant floor. In the early 1980s, a considerable alteration of numbers of housing units was made by municipalities. This causes problems when efforts are made to trace back the identical address to the same physical location of a unit in 1981. Alteration of housing unit number is conceived as a change of address even though the residents still live at the same address. Hence, a double count of the number of housing units may occur.
There is a data break in 2005. Data prior to 2005 are from a register named Housing Count (Boligtaellingen), and after 2005, the data are from the register named BBR. The reason for the data break is an alteration of technical specification and a redefinition of a housing unit.
Prior to 2005, the definition of a housing unit was: a united area in a building with a separate entrance with attached living area. Housing units are categorised as ''real housing units'' and as ''other housing units''. ''Real housing units'' are housing units or commercial units that can be used as year-round occupancy. ''Other housing unit'' is weekend cottages and housing in 24-hour care centres. As of 2005, a housing unit is defined as: part of a building or several buildings with independent addresses and that is considered as a year-round residence. A weekend cottage that serves as a year-round residence, counts as a housing unit.
In order to make sure that analyses of households' housing conditions over time are most accurate, it is recommended to use the category ''household with known housing condition''.
The A minor data break is between 2006 and 2007 due to the Housing Count (Boligtaellingen) and is based purely on input from BBR from 1 January in a certain year. Previously, the Housing Count was based on input from 1 January to 30 April inclusive in a certain year. That means that building projects that exist on 1 January but are registered in February, March, or April with individuals registered in CRS are not included in that certain year. In terms of empty housing, the data break implies that housing units that exist on 1 January with no individuals registered in CRS are not included in that certain year.
No study of the validity of BBR exists but unknown information is limited. All real estate owners are obliged to inform the local authority about alterations
The Building and Housing Register such as enlargements of a house or demolition of a house.
The Danish Enterprise and Construction Authority has the primary responsibility for the Building and Housing Register. The municipalities are responsible for updating and maintaining the register.
It is recommended when longitudinal analyses, based on data from BBR merged with other data registers are conducted that the first year of drawing out data is 1994. From 1994 and onwards, data from BBR are most consistent and comparable.
Conclusion
There are good opportunities to carry out research on Danish housing conditions. The key data in BBR are of high quality and go back in time so longitudinal analyses can be executed. Furthermore, BBR can be matched with other registers so it is possible to make detailed analyses of tenant composition over time. In particular, analyses that compare individuals over time living in different segments of the housing market, e.g. ownership, social housing sector, and private sector, provide unique knowledge of individuals' living and housing conditions. Subsequently, these analyses can provide important knowledge to future city and housing planning.
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